The need for universal neonatal hearing screening--some aspects of epidemiology and identification.
The devastating consequences of a congenital/early-acquired hearing disability on the speech language and social development of a child and the estimated prevalence rates of at least 1-1.5/1000 live births of congenital permanent hearing impairment are important health problems. Universal neonatal hearing screening programs have provided the opportunity to detect neonates with permanent congenital hearing loss, and thus initiate auditory rehabilitation before the age of 3 mo. Universal neonatal hearing screening represents secondary prevention of hearing impairment/deafness, and the world-wide documented delayed identification of children with congenital/early-acquired hearing impairment will no doubt be improved with the implementation of universal neonatal hearing screening programs.